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Here are two submissions for the denim
issue. Both were posted on the site earlier
in the year. First is a picture of a pair of
cuffs I made from seams of jeans, inspired
by some that were made by another
member.

 

alice olsen
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Next is my go to the hospital bag. I have
had more than my share of ER visits over
the past year. I plan to let others have a
turn in the future (ha ha). At times our
hospitals are so overflowing that they run
out of blankets and pillows in the
emergency department. 

So now I take this bag, made from denim
scraps, that holds my blanket, pillow,
change of underwear, health directive, list
of prescriptions, snack (they sometimes
don’t allow you to eat until after the
kitchen has closed) and a list of what
needs to be added at the last minute
(phone, wallet, keys). 

I used my bag last August and was really
glad it was stocked up. Hope to never
need it again.

Look out for my tutorial in the Learn With
Us section of the magazine.
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Look out for
Alice’s tutorial in
the Learn With Us
section of this
magazine. 



I'm a self taught experimental upcycle
textile artist living in central New York. I
was a art major in high school and in the
60's when the new fad was bell bottom
pants. I begged my Mother to make me a
pair but she told me she would show me
how and I could make them myself. 

Oh yes, they were made from scrap fabric
that was white with red sail boats and that
is when my sewing journey began.  

Colleen brown
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In the 70's I made "hippie clothes" to sell at
music festivals, neck tie skirts, denim
halter tops and back packs, Crochet
record purses , I drilled holes in an album
then melted it into a bowl shape and the
crochet the top with yarn or rags. I also
made 100"s of ponchos from fleece.

in the 80's I began doing crafts sales, you
know, respectable shows at the local fire
hall and the elementary school circuit. This
was my discovery stage. My craft booth
was a hodge podge of every craft I
wanted to try to make, wood burning
boxes, polymer clay on wine glasses, neck
tie skirts, ponchos, my denim line and on
and on. 

Then a wise old vendor lady at a show told
me I should find "my thing" to make and
work on that thing. So I started to narrow
it down. 
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In the 90's I went to college and got my
degree in human services and worked in
community mental health for over 20
years and shared my skills with people
recovering from mental illness. I taught art
skill and started a small business with
clients making candles out of recycled wax
we would buy from the candle factory in
Syracuse. 

I continued to do art and craft shows on
the weekends. Then I sold my first
upcycled sweater and was thrilled. Then to
learn that every American throws out 85
lbs of clothing every year, yes they donate
them to thrift shops but what happens
after they don't want them any more?
Some is sent over seas to 3 world
countries and much of the clothing is
ground up and buried. 

This has motivated me to change the way I
shopped and to become the full time
upcycler I have become today. 
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I have won ribbons at art shows and have
been published in Green craft and Altered
Couture Magazines.

2000's I left the mental health field to I
continued to do shows full time and
developed many long lasting relationships
with other artist and learned of better
shows while developing my skills. For
many years I would do over 20 shows a
year mostly in NY state selling sweaters,
denim, upcycled flannels and began
experimenting with bleaching. I worked on
bleaching the color from flannel and then
dyeing , started with crumbing up T shirts
and sparing with a 50/ 50 mix of bleach
and water. 

I made lots of mistakes along the way but
that is how I learn what worked and what I
liked. I began using letters and objects as
stencils, doilies, curtains and the such.  
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Then I found Upcycled Cloth collective
group on Facebook I posted a picture of a
hoodie I bleached with a lace curtain as a
stencil and much to my surprise it had
gotten over 41,000 likes. Thanks so much
for all the likes and great comments and
questions. 

This has motivated me to move forward to
start a YouTube channel to share what I
have learned . 

Wish me Luck!

Thanks.

Colleen Brown

https://www.facebook.com/colleenscreati
veoutlet
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I was a terrible child at school, the one
they didn't bother with and always the last
pick for the hockey team. But I liked art
and was quite good at it although it took
nearly a year and a parent teacher
meeting for anyone to actually notice that
I was a bit different. And of course I
wanted to be a fashion designer, I used to
sit and draw in the back of Irish class, the
Celtic tongue, it's not that it escapes me, it
never actually landed in the first place. 

And it was a bit unusual, in my family also,
in rural farming Ireland and a challenging
background, the one good thing I can say
is that I grew up in an idyll. But naturally
you enter the world of work and as I was
told by my mother "imagine 25 yrs in the
civil service and you can have a nice
pension" nothing terrorized me more,
besides I couldn't even pass the exam. 

hilary mc cool
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And don't be fooled, I am clever. I didn't
think I was good enough for fashion design
and I was never encouraged. 

Anyways I left and struggled through my
way in numerous jobs until eventually I
stood one day in the middle of a kitchen
and thought I am not going to do this for
the rest of my life. So I packed my bags
and went to Australia, seemed perfectly
reasonable to me at the time. 

After a years travel I came back and did
the fashion BA and MA I should have done
before and then did some theatre work.
More towards where I belonged.

So long story short, this is where I am now,
I am a designer regardless of what
anybody thinks, I work to improve my skill
set and I do a lot of experimental work
with denim, although I have a fritillary
mind. 
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As far as I am concerned you can do what
you damn well like even if you are
registered blind and totally colourblind,
and boy was that fun in art college. I admit
my family was stood behind the door when
the body parts were given out but a little
thing like that never got in our way. 
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My name is Jane Cre and I live in
Yorkshire, England with my husband and
youngest son.  

I have two cats and three dogs, tropical
fish and a few chickens and guinea fowl.
My main hobbies are gardening, mixed
media art and sewing which includes
patchwork and cloth upcycling. I love
baking and cooking, I bake our own bread
and ventured into sourdough during
COVID which has been an exciting journey
for me. 

jane cre
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My earliest sewing started at about 4
years old, and I still have the needle case
me and my mum made. I was told not to
touch the sewing machine... but it always
drew my attention and of course, I messed
with it and stabbed my hand with the
needle. My grandma ever practical showed
me how to use it safely and properly and
we sewed doll clothes and pram sets
together.  

When I was about 9 I made a matching
dress hat and bootees for our cat.. who
didn't like being dressed up very much. She
jumped out of my bedroom window onto
the top of a lorry which was pulling out of
the haulage yard next door. My poor dad
jumped on his motorbike and chased the
lorry out of the village and managed to
stop it... retrieving a terrified, fully dressed
cat from the top and pushing it onto his
leather biking jacket to bring her home.
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Since then I have always been interested in
making little outfits, both for my sons and
daughter and my animals - I love making
dog clothes out of upcycled onesies and
dressing gowns, I also make dog collars,
bandanas and leads. 

In addition to my family my love in life is
charity shops, I buy all my clothing from
them and haven't bought a new pair of
jeans, trousers or sweater since the 80s.  

Recently I have been making charity quilts
for Project Linus UK and sewing denim
bags from jeans and demin skirts. I make
a reusable shopping bag as a gift bag for
Christmas and birthdays nowadays,
usually out of denim as it is much more
useful than a paper or plastic gift bag that
ends up in the bin.  I'm in the middle of
videoing the making of a bag so will
hopefully get it up on YouTube in the near
future. 

Page 49



At home my sewing room is a disorganized
mess and I am a messy worker.. my stash
overflows the cupboards and peeps out of
the drawers but that's how I get
inspiration. 

My dogs sleep on their beds watching me
and my cats usually try to wreck the place
as I sew. 

I used to sew with the dogs at my feet but
one day the postman knocked on the door
and the dog jumped up barking and
stamped on the foot pedal... setting the
machine off at high speed, pulling my
hand under the needle with the quilt I was
holding. It sewed about 5 stitches into the
skin between my thumb and finger, luckily
though the safety mechanism kicked in as
the needle hit bone and locked it out - I
must admit that was the strangest and
most painful unpicking I have ever done. 

Page 51



Page 52



In an attempt to keep the cats off my
work table I recently covered a box to
make a cat bed and both of them like to
snuggle in it and watch me sew.

I have loved making upcycled hats
recently as I love hats and taking fabric
and giving it a new lease of life, they are
mainly made out of recycled shirts,
bedding and denim jeans. I started to sell
a few hats and bags so made myself a
label for my creations: Princess Putrid
designs as I realize it's a great feeling to
spread the joy of saving clothing from the
landfill. 

My new Etsy shop is Princessputrid

Instagram is sow_grow_cook and
janecreateart for my mixed media 

For a selection of mixed media videos my
YouTube is Jane cre 
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Hello, my name is Jenny Beasley. I am the
CEO founder of Artable Curiosities. We are
a collaborative, creative reuse center in a
little town in Texas called Seguin. We
provide material yarn and all sorts of
other audible materials through our
nonprofit, our mission is to build a field
instead of a landfill by providing free
materials to teachers so that they can do
the job they do without spending money
out of their own pocketbook. Our shop is
relatively new where about a year and a
half old and are having a wonderful time
growing creativity, building community
and encouraging conservation.

www.artablecuriosities.com

1381c E College St.
Seguin Tx 78155

jenny beasley
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Hi there I'm Kate Whitby from 
Mansfield Nottinghamshire UK. 

I have 4 offspring (teenagers and adults),
I'm married to craig who puts up with our
house being full of half formed ideas,
creations and supplies and we live with
various animals who inspire my work.

I have been a youth worker for 21 years
working with local teenagers and often
incorporate my love of arts and craft into
my work.  

kate whitby
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My jump into upcycling craft came when
my children were small they all had sock
bods - worry dolls I made from odd socks.

These days I'm an avid crocheter and
sewer sourcing my supplies from local
charity shops as much as I can.

My latest creations have seen me
upcycling old jeans into denim creatures I
posted my denim doggos on the Upcycled
Cloth Collective Facebook Group and I was
overwhelmed with people asking for the
pattern.

From that post it's been a steep learning
curve - learning to write patterns and
diversify my original designs. In the first
week I sold 135 of my denim doggo pattern
and they have gone everywhere from
Australia to Texas to Grimsby.  
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I love creating new ideas and sharing them
and thinking that an idea I had is now in
far flung places reducing landfill and
encouraging creativity.

I try and create patterns that can be
handsewn easily so as many people as
possible can join in.

Commissions available
katewhitby@googlemail.com 

My etsy shop can be found at
https://teenystitchstudio.etsy.com
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"Hi, I'm Kat! I've been teaching myself
many things over the years starting with
pencil and acrylic visual arts. I haven't
settled on a style yet and am still growing
my portfolio with abstract, impressionist,
and graphic works.

Sewing started as a hobby to save my old
items from the trash. I love to create no
matter what the medium, and purses and
bags are a big part of that recently.
My home is my studio, I've been in
Harrowsmith for almost 20 years now.

kat sedore
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If you get a chance to visit our town you
just may smell my home baked bread or
treats, and pot of something warm
wafting through the air outside. I also
enjoy playing music, but I'm taking a break
from learning guitar and drums, and
practicing piano, to focus on my
needlecraft. 

It's my dream to one day open my own
shop and include all of my creations, and
maybe some antiques."

Katherine Sedore 
Ktibbutt3693@gmail.com 

My website is www.worksbykat.com, this
also links to Instagram, Pinterest, and Kijiji
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I've been sewing and creating for decades
but I'm now retired and have time to
upcycle. I'm hoping to set up a shop or do
markets, but I'm kind of just getting
started.

I learned to sew at such a young age that I
couldn't reach the foot pedal. I'm recently
retired and have lived in southern Nevada
for over 40 years, with rescued dogs and
cats. 

I'm Marsha Murphy and I've always had a
creative drive. 

marsha murphy
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With time to sew again, I now like to
refashion clothes and linens into unique
tote bags, aprons and clothing. It's a new
journey and I'm hoping to market my
upcycled creations in the future. "One of a
kind" beats "off the rack" any day. It sets
you apart from the crowd, helps save
textiles from landfills, is affordable and
satisfying, with the bonus of helping out
planet." 

My blue denim apron is upcycled from the
front of a skirt, trimmed with cheetah print
from a pair of jeans, and elephant accents
from a knit dress. I cut the bottom from
the skirt and unpicked the hem to create
the two patch pockets.

Thank you, Melanie, for the opportunity to
be a part of the magazine.
 
marsha.k.murphy@gmail.com
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Hi, I’m Melissa Osborne; I live in America,
Texas to be exact. 

I’ve always been someone that has to stay
busy. Sitting still has never been an option
for me, not even when it meant I was
going to end up in trouble. When my
husband was diagnosed with cancer and
going through chemo, I knew he needed
me to beside him. 

I also knew the only way I could do it was
if my hands were occupied. I’ve always
enjoyed crocheting, if I could do my own
thing. 

I was working on an afghan as a
Graduation gift for a friend’s daughter, I
knew working on it would give me the
distraction I needed. 

Melissa osborne
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One of the nurses started asking me
questions about crocheting, how long did it
take me to finish something and did I
make things besides afgans? 

She showed me kitchen towels she was
making using wash rags and adding
crocheted tops with butons to hang them
on doors. She talked about a group of
nurses that got together every year to
raise money for Cancer Research and
were always looking for new ideas. 

Making kitchen towels wasn’t my thing but
it did start my imagination rolling. I didn’t
want to do anything large that would take
days to make, something small and fun. I’d
seen an article about Amigurumi World,
small crocheted stuffed animals between 3
and 5 inches. Perfect. All I needed was
yarn and my imagination.
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My mother had passed away earlier that
year, when I cleaned up her home, I found
a large bag filled with yarn. I have to
admit I was a little puzzled because she
didn’t do anything that would require yarn.
I didn’t look to see what was in the bag,
just took it home and dumped it in the tub
I had with all my scraps I couldn’t bare to
part with.

Now all I had to do was see what was in
the tub. I’m not sure why I decided to do
pigs, I collected bears. Maybe it was all the
pink yarn from my mother’s bag, but pigs
it was going to be. 

Following someone else’s directions is
another thing I’ve never been good at.
Trial and error have always been my
motto. This was on Friday, by the time we
went back to the clinic for my husband
next chemo on Monday I had 5 pigs ready,
each with its own personality.
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The nurses loved them, they’d take as
many as I could make. My first one was
“Orville Pig” the airplane pilot. Ideas were
never a problem, I got calls from the
Nurses asking me if I could make this pig
or that one. Someone had seen or heard
about the others and was wanting to see if
they could get a special one. By the time
the Fund Raiser was over I had created
over 40 pigs, each one with its own name
and story. 

I couldn’t stop, making these tiny pigs.
They helped me get through the long days
of not knowing what the next would bring.
I had to find another outlet for my pigs. My
Granddaughter was part of a group that
had events for Battered Women’s Shelters
and visited Children’s Hospitals. They
would dress in costumes from Super
Hero’s, Disney Princess, and Comic Book
Characters; anything to brighten up
everyone’s day. 
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I started making Super Hero Pigs and
Disney Princess Pigs for the group to give
out; 3 of each character. A labor of love
but it wasn’t easy for someone like me
that never likes to make the same thing
twice. 

As they say, “all good things must come to
an end”. My husband’s cancer started
spreading, he needed me and so the Pig
Saga had to come to an end. 

I’ll never forget how good it made me feel
to finish my little stuffed friends and share
them with others. I also know the next idea
will show up tomorrow and I’ll meet it with
the same enthusiasm as I did my pigs.
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I am Nancy Nthambi, a journalist by
profession and fashion designer by
passion. I live in Mombasa, a beautiful
ancient city in the coast of Kenya, East
Africa.

I run a social enterprise known as Heights
of Glamour where we upcycle waste from
the fashion industry to create eco-friendly
bags. We collect old/unwanted clothes
from households and scrap fabric from
tailoring shops before they are burnt or
sent to the dumpsite. These are the main
raw materials for our projects.

nancy nthambi
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When I'm not sewing, I do a little bit of
acting (movie extra, commercial/TVC
modeling etc). I like to attend cultural,
fashion and arts events to network with
like-minded individuals and find
inspiration for my projects. When I'm
outdoors everything seems to speak to
me.

Oh, and I love chicken! 

LinkedIn 
https://ke.linkedin.com/in/nancy-
nthambi-aa5431125

Instagram 
https://instagram.com/heightsofglamour
?igshid=MzNlNGNkZWQ4Mg 

Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/heightsofgla
mour 
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I’m American, retired for many years and worked
as a professional travel photographer and
journalist. I traveled extensively in the Middle and
far East and developed a huge love affair with
textiles. I moved to Spain in 1999 with my now
husband, Àlex. We’ve been here ever since. I
would call myself a collector. My husband would
say hoarder. I love antiques, fashion and cats. I
design whimsical fashion and upcycle everything.
I’m old in numbers but young at heart!!!

I wrote a book (with my ex) in 1986 for the return
of Halley’s Comet. 1910 Memories of Halley’s
Comet. Since then I have had a love for all things
whimsical in space. Here is my denim
interpretation.

roberta etter
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I am an Australian feltmaker and I live in
Queensland, Australia. I have created this
special worldwide project called “The
Heartfelt Community Project“ with input
and collaboration from some wonderful
students in my online feltmaking class “50
Shades of Grey- Felt!”

Quite a few of us in the class had
experience in hospice and palliative care
and we decided that it could be wonderful
to make some felted hearts to bring
comfort to the world and start a little
group to share our stories and hearts.

wendy bailye
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I had been making special felt hearts for
many years and have given them to
friends and acquaintances who needed
some TLC. They have brought a lot of
comfort. Wool is a fibre that holds comfort
like no other fibre.
 
In our facebook group, feltmakers from all
over the world come together virtually to
felt hearts. Our idea is that “feltmakers
unite worldwide to bring comfort to those
in hospice or palliative care or to anyone
else who is in need of comfort.“
 
I provide a video and written tutorial for
felting these comfort hearts. They are wet
felted hearts filled with 100% wool and
come in three sizes.
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So, what do you do with your comfort
heart?

You make them and share them with your
local community.

Do you know someone in need? 

Gift a heart, maybe with a message.
People in need might find a tiny bit of
comfort in these hearts.

In the Facebook group people share their
stories. There are some beautiful stories
being shared with images of the hearts.
The files section in the group has all the
patterns.

Let's fill the page with beauty and
wonderful heartfelt stories.
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The filling must be wool stuffing, not fiber
fill or polyester. The purity of materials is
important. Soft, smooth, warm, and cuddly
brings the most comfort. The design can
be all your own but the recommended size
is 15 to 20 cm finished size.

As this is a worldwide group, it would be
wonderful if you can share where you are
from when you post.
 
Here is the link to the “How to make a
comfort heart” video.
@wendybailye
https://youtu.be/2LWiK4KIeLU
#heartfeltcommunityproject
 
Facebook link
https://www.facebook.com/groups/83753
3101303852
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Website 
www.wendybailye.com

Instagram
https://www.instagram.com/wendybailye

Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/wendy.bailye
https://www.facebook.com/thefeltstudio
 
 The Felt Studio
 50 Mcdowalls Rd Yugar,
 Queensland, Australia, 4520
 Phone: 0409643220
 
 Regional Co-ordinator-
 International Feltmakers Association
 Region 17 Australia, New Zealand and Asia
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From an early age, my heart yearned to be
an artist. Whether engrossed in books,
wielding a pencil, singing a melody, or
conjuring fantasy characters in my mind,
creativity was an innate instinct. 

Yet, the full-time pursuit of art eluded me due
to life's demands. A brief marriage,
concluded with the expectancy of my
daughter, steered me toward a professional
career, placing my children at the forefront.

Meet your teacher

veronika Olivier

swanepeol
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Life's trials, however, were stepping stones to
a remarkable creative journey that now
defines my existence in the small country
town of Heidelberg, just South of
Johannesburg in South Africa. 

Eight years ago, I founded my art business,
realizing dreams I once only envisioned. With
a global community of friends and followers,
my artistic endeavours garnered
international recognition. Four years ago, a
surreal moment unfolded when I was
sponsored to exhibit my recycled textile
sculptures in Melbourne, Australia—a dream
realized.

Inspiration strikes not only in the light of day
but also in the vivid tapestry of my dreams.
Each morning, before dawn, I savour a cup of
coffee—a ritual, a self-reward for my
dedicated efforts. 
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My sanctuary, my creative spaces, is nestled
within our century-old farmhouse. This haven,
comprising my two studios and the
welcoming porch, resonates with the essence
of my being.

The porch, a vibrant tableau, is where I
unwind, connect with nature, and recharge.
Surrounded by our dogs and visited by wild
birds, it sets a positive tone for the day. 

The painting studio, bathed in natural light, is
where my artistic alchemy unfolds. Organized
chaos reigns in drawers and crates, housing
recycled treasures—old tie-backs, beads, and
donated haberdashery. The converted walk-
in closet serves as a repository for recycled
clothes destined for my sculptures.

Painting, a dance of mediums and
movements, transpires in a designated space
within my studio. Order amidst diversity is my
mantra, as drawers house an array of tools
for my mixed media creations.  
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My studio's walls bear witness to sentimental
artefacts—a Mona Lisa print, children's
books, and artwork from cherished
granddaughters.

Even administrative tasks find a place in this
creative realm, a testament to the nurturing
power of a dedicated space. From a humble
corner in my dining room, my studios have
evolved into expansive sanctuaries—a
testament to the transformative power of
artistic dedication. Today, my focus on textile
sculpting has garnered international acclaim,
with over 300 creatures finding homes
worldwide.

Though the allure of America beckons, my
heart remains tethered to my home. As long
as I can create art, joy resides within me.
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Each stroke of my brush, each stitch in my
textile sculptures, echoes the fulfilment of a
lifelong dream—a dream realized in the
comforting embrace of my creative haven at
home.

Email 
eronikasolivier@gmail.com

WhatsApp 
+27 82 8061191

Website 
ww.veronikaolivierart.com

Instagram
www.instagram.com/veronikaolivierart

Facebook
www.facebook.com/veronikaolvierart
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